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The Process
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Process overview

1. Submit a Project Pitch
2. Receive invitation to submit a

full proposal
3. Register your company
4. Study the solicitation
5. Prepare your proposal
6. Submit your proposal during

an announced submission
window (next close March 5th)



What is America’s Seed Fund at NSF?

Societal  
Benefits

Full
Proposal

Project 
Pitch



First step = The Project Pitch 



Please note!

1. You must be invited to submit a 
full proposal

2. Registrations take time…



Step 1 –
The Project Pitch



Submission Portal

Submit your Project Pitch: 
https://seedfund.nsf.gov/apply



Submission Windows

Recommendation -

You may want to submit your Project Pitch
6 weeks prior to the end of a submission window.

Why 6 weeks?
Project Pitch processing (3 weeks), 
full proposal creation (up to you!) & 
four required registrations (up to 4 weeks). 



Additional Info

The fine print –

• Limited to two pitches per window
• If you submitted a pitch, you must wait until 

you hear back before submitting another
• Full proposal under review – sorry, you 

can’t submit a pitch until you hear back



Step 2 –
Receive invitation to 
submit a full proposal



After Project Pitch Submission

Good fit =

You’ll be INVITED to submit a full proposal. 

The program director will be able to provide 
guidance, feedback and support through the 
required registrations AND proposal 
submission process.



After Project Pitch Submission

Not a good fit = 
Immediate feedback

You’ll be told why NSF wouldn’t fund your project.

You’ll have to go back to the drawing board.

You can submit another pitch (up to 2 pitches 
total) in a submission window.



After Project Pitch Submission

Incomplete Pitch?
NSF will ask for more information!

The program director will reach out via email 
or phone to learn more.



Step 3 –
Register your company



seedfund.nsf.gov/apply

1. System for Award Management (SAM)
2. Research.gov
3. Small Business Administration (SBA) Company Registration

Complete Three Registrations!



seedfund.nsf.gov/apply

Research.gov v. FastLane

• Register in Research.gov
(SBIR/STTR proposals are NOT accepted
in Research.gov)

• Prepare and upload your proposal in FastLane

Register Submit Proposal



Step 4 –
Read the Solicitation



The Solicitation

The SBIR and STTR 
solicitations
They contain anything and everything you 
need to know about how to prepare and 
submit your proposal.



Solicitation Links

SBIR Solicitation – NSF 20-527

STTR Solicitation – NSF 20-528

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2020/nsf20527/nsf20527.htm

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2020/nsf20528/nsf20528.htm



Step 5 –
Prepare your proposal



Prepare your proposal

Everything you need is in Section V.



Prepare your proposal

Project Description. (15) pages 
MAXIMUM.

• Elevator Pitch (no more than one page) 
• The Commercial Opportunity (recommended 

length: 2-4 pages) 
• The Innovation (recommended length: 1-3 pages
• The Company/Team (recommended length: 1-3 

pages) 
• Technical Discussion and R&D Plan (minimum 

length: 5 pages, recommended length: 5-7 pages)



Prepare your proposal

Budget, supplementary documents, etc. 
Section V.



Review Criteria (Full Proposals)

Intellectual Merit
• Innovative (i.e. novel and differentiable new approach that will solve 

a big ongoing problem)
• High‐technical risk requiring R&D to prove out

Broader Impacts
• Potential to benefit society and contribute to the achievement of 

specific societal outcomes

Commercial Potential
• Market/customers and value proposition identified
• Company/team suited to aggressive commercialization 
• Sustainable competitive advantage, credible business model
• NSF funding will “move the needle”



So, when and 
how do I submit 
a proposal?



Proposal Submission

Submit your proposal via FastLane



Submission Windows

Submission Windows
• Allow a company to submit a full 

proposal at any time (after invite). 

• We would encourage you to submit your 
proposal on or before the end of the 
submission window. 

• NOTE: The systems will NOT accept 
proposals between 5 p.m. – midnight on 
the window close date. 

December 18, 2019 - March 05, 2020
March 06, 2020 - June 04, 2020
June 05, 2020 - September 03, 2020
September 04, 2020 - December 03, 2020



What happens after submission?

• 1-3 months after the window closes ---->

• 3-5 months after the window closes ---->

• 5-6 months after the window closes ---->

Applications undergo merit 
reviews.

We'll notify you whether 
your proposal is accepted 
or declined.

If your proposal is 
accepted, you'll receive 
funding of up to $256,000.



Important Links



Important Links



Important Links



Reminders

1. You must be invited to submit a full proposal (via a 

Project Pitch)

2. Registrations take time

3. Read the solicitation for guidance on what to include 

in the proposal

4. Read the FastLane Guide for help submitting your 

proposal

5. Call FastLane with any technical issues: 

1-800-673-6188



THANK YOU!

Contact Us:
sbir@nsf.gov
https://seedfund.nsf.gov

@NSFSBIR
bschrag@nsf.gov


